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Gypsies 

of the world 

unite!

You have nothing to loose but your chains.

World Gypsy Union
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Gypsies of the world unite!

You have nothing to loose but your chains.
What is the World Gypsy Union?

The World Gypsy Union, hereinafter also called the WGU or (the) Union, is an international grassroots membership organization for all those that are of true Gypsy descent and who are proud to regard themselves as Gypsies, Zigeuner, Gitanos, Manush, Tsigane, Gitanes, etc. and while the WGU will include all those, including the Jenisch and Dom(ari), the Union will reserve the right to exclude from membership all Irish Travellers (unless there are Romanichal roots present) and, obviously, all pretenders and wannabe Gypsies.

The World Gypsy Union is a non-profit, voluntary organization and despite the fact that the WGU has an annual subscription, membership in the Union shall not be dependent on payment of such nor is it dependent on whether or not such subscription is actually paid in full. All such subscriptions are and shall be and remain voluntary, as is, obviously, membership in the Union and any activities members may get involved in. Voluntaryism shall be the basic principle of everything in the WGU. 
There also will be no provisions made for any non-Gypsies to become members other than, at the Union’s governing body’s agreement, with consultation of the members, for honorary membership for those that have done great work for our People, and could be referred to as “Righteous Gohja”. This is a Gypsy Organization for ethnic Gypsies (Romani & related People) and it is not open to outsiders. 


What are the aims of the WGU?

The aims of the World Gypsy Union are first and foremost to fight the Roma-mania by certain organizations and individuals to have of the world Gypsy People declared all as “Roma”. We are not all Roma and the inclusion now of Irish Travellers, who are not even Romani and Gypsy per se, into the term “Roma”, as well as other Gohja travellers, makes it all a mockery. Gypsies are Gypsies and Travellers are Travellers – period! – regardless of whether, erroneously Romanichals in the UK, for instance, have taken to calling themselves Travellers over the last thirty or so years. 

Secondly to bring back the pride in the usage of the words “Gypsy”, “Zigeuner”, “Gitano”, etc., as it used to be.

Thirdly to bring about a unity by joining individuals rather than organizations in that the individual People begin to form a “virtual nation” in this way. By being able to participate directly – unlike in most other international Gypsy organizations – in processes for the betterment of the Fohki and also being able to interact and network with individual members it is hoped that the WGU can be a force for change. 

-- to unify the People under the old common umbrella terms rather than under the false and forced one of “Roma”. We are not all Roma while being Romani. 

Seeing the WGU is going to be a grassroots organization by having an individual member policy for the first time ordinary Gypsy men and women and young people will be involved rather than only Roma(ni) intellectuals, as is the case in so many other groups and organizations. Neither those intellectuals nor those organizations of theirs have so far brought the People any real benefit. 


Why not use “Roma” or “Sinti and Roma”?

The endeavors/efforts by the officials of a number of organizations and many Gohja and Roma(ni) intellectuals to replace the self-ascription of Sinti and those of the other Gypsy peoples, such as the Manouche, Kale, Cale (Gitanos), and others, as well as the historically established neutral term of Zigeuner (Gypsy), out of political correctness and other such reasons with Sinti and Roma or directly with only the term Roma is resisted by the members of the other groups who do not belong to the Sinti and Roma per se. This is rather understandable as many of those groups are not Roma and some are not Sinti either and therefore either term would be incorrect. While those may indeed be Romani-Gypsy they may be neither Sinti nor Roma. 


If one wish to respect, recognize and appreciate all Gypsy People equally then their own self-ascribed name must be taken into consideration, provided that the naming of the ethnic origin is judged as necessary. In general, where it may be more appropriate and where it would be an onerous task to list all the names of the many groups it shall be accepted to use the neutral umbrella term that has been with us for a thousand years and more, namely the word “Zigeuner” or “Gypsy”, be used, as long as it is being used without any racial or other connotations.

It is for those reasons that the WGU is using Gypsy or any of the other words instead of Roma or Sinti and Roma. 


Why use “Gypsy”? Is that not a bad term?

The word “Gypsy”, to all intents and purposes, is neutral, really, as is the word “Zigeuner”. Many Sinti, Jenische and also Roma in the German-speaking areas have absolutely no problem with using the Term “Zigeuner” and many grassroots, unlike those educated beyond their capacity, also realize that the word “Zigeuner” does not originate with, as claimed by those with a hidden agenda, something like “ziehender Gauner” (“traveling rogue”) and the same is true with the “Gypsy” in English or any other term in other languages. Many Gypsy People in the English-speaking countries use Gypsy without any hesitation, especially when speaking to Gohja, and the same is true for Gypsy People in other countries using their respective country’s word for it, such as, say Gitano in Spain, Cingaro in Italy, Cygan in Eastern Europe or whatever wherever else. Many do not have a problem calling themselves by those names while they refuse to be called or referred to as “Roma”, pointing to the fact that they do not see themselves as Roma because they are not Roma. 

We have always referred to ourselves with Gohja or with different Fohki as Gypsy, Zigeuner, Gitano, etc. while, when with our own groups we may have been using and use the national description or a sub-description of which saying we are “Kale” or “Romane Chave” or “Nidi” are but a few. 

In order to simplify matters it is easier to use the common umbrella term such as “Gypsy” in English.


Why are we being told that “Gypsy” and/or “Zigeuner” are bad terms?

Because the whole thing is a ploy to have us all accept the title “Roma” and therefore a start is made by denigrating the ‘acceptable’ name “Gypsy”, and/or others, to make us all more prepared to accept “Roma”? The words “Zigeuner” always has been used by our People, Sinti, Roma and Jenisch, in Germany and the German-speaking countries and regions and they had no problem with it and many, if they are open and honest still do not have any problem with it. The same is true, as said already, with the use of the word “Gypsy” in English-speaking countries.

Therefore we try to reintroduce the use of “Gypsy” as an designation of the Romani People in English, as long as ascribed only to the true People (and their offshoots) and not for groups such as Irish Travellers and the like, and to use the terns like “Gypsy”, in English, or “Zigeuner” in German, with pride. 


WORLD GYPSY UNION  

Statutes


Aims & Objectives

The World Gypsy Union, hereinafter called the WRU or (the) Union, is intended to be a means to facilitate the advancement of the Gypsy People as a Race worldwide; helping the People to attain a sense of self-esteem in the world and a pride of being Gypsy (the term Gypsy – or Zigeuner – Gitano – Cygan – Gitane, etc. is used here deliberately and purposely with pride); by making use of various means. 

The Union is a worldwide grassroots individual membership organization for Gypsy People everywhere (as already outlined in the first part of this booklet) aiming to help and to unite the Gypsy People worldwide while still making it possible for every nation, tribe and group to retain its own individual identity. 

It is furthermore also the aim of the WGU to represent the world’s Gypsy People in a new way and light to our own People and to the outside Gohja world, including trying to eradicate the existing stereotypes by educating our own about themselves and also the Gohja to who and what we are. One of the main aspect of this will be the actual use of the word and term “Gypsy” (or “Zigeuner” in German, “Gitano” in Spanish, etc.) in order to “force” (for lack of a better word) an issue. 

The WGU is also about creating and facilitating an understanding between the different groups of Gypsies by creating an atmosphere of common respect for one another and one another’s traditions. This will be facilitated by the individual membership aspect of the Union and by actually working together for the common good with other members. 


Article 1: Executive

The World Gypsy Union shall be governed by an Executive Council of up to five members of standing with the founder and founder members.  

The Executive Council of the WGU shall be made up of the founder member(s) of the organization (who shall be executive officers for life
) and any additional officers to the number of five to form a Panchiat. The Executive Council is not an elected body per se but by appointment while other additional officers shall be elected. 

The Executive Council shall meet in “conference” once every quarter (at least) to discuss any matters arising… Such “conference” shall be, due to the various locations throughout the world where members of the board are resident, via Internet Forums and in writing.


Article 2: National Branches

While the World Gypsy Union is an individual membership organization which is to say that an individual Gypsy only can be a member and he or she does not have to be a member in any national Gypsy organization it is nevertheless considered that national branches may and shall be established as and where feasible to enable the People to get together as a national entity if they so wish for some meetings and such like. 


Article 3:  Membership

Membership in the World Gypsy Union is an individual membership and is open to all those that are of Gypsy bloodline and who regard themselves as Gypsy; with the exception of those who aren’t and that includes all wannabes and Irish Travellers, New Age Travellers (unless they can prove blood). 

The World Gypsy Union regards as being Gypsy anyone who might also, aside from regarding him or herself as Gypsy, regard him or herself as Romani, Sinti, Jenisch, Rom, Roma, Cale (Gitano), Kale, Kaale, Halebi, Manouche, Dom, Domari, etc. The only groups that are, purposely, excluded are those that are known not to be of Romani-Gypsy bloodline, such as the aforementioned Irish Travellers, and a few others. 

Welcomed into membership shall also be those that may refer to themselves as Showmen but who are of Romani-Gypsy bloodline and who have no problems with the title “Gypsy”. It is a fact, though often denied, that the majority of Showmen in the UK, for instance, are of Romani/Gypsy descent, as are many Showmen in other countries. 

Other Gypsy organizations can be incorporated into the Union, if they so desire, as Associate Members but will have no voting rights. 


Article 4: Subscription

The World Gypsy Union shall be a membership organization with annual individual members subscription. 

The actual amount of this shall depend on the situation of the country from which the members come and from their individual/family economic status. Special hardship cases may, in consultation with the executive and the members, have their dues waived. 

In the Western World the subscription will probably be in the region 15 Euro (USD15/GBP10) per annum. This is not a vast sum, I am sure, by any stretch of imagination for any of us in the West. It makes it less than 30cents (or 20pence) a week. 

Membership in the Union shall not be dependent on payment of such nor is it dependent on whether or not such subscription is actually paid in full. All such subscriptions are and shall be and remain voluntary, as is, obviously, membership in the Union and any activities members may get involved in.

Article 5: Voting Rights

Only full members, this is to say individual members, have voting rights. As non-Gypsies cannot become full members it is superfluous to say that Gohja do not have voting rights within the World Gypsy Union as they have no right to membership. 

As already previously mentioned the members of the executive board are appointees of the founder members and neither can be removed by any kind of election. The founder and founder members also have a veto right that they retain for life. 

Ordinary elections require an ordinary majority while changes to the statutes; constitution and operations of the Union will require 75% of all members’ votes. 


Article 6: Annual General Meeting

An Annual General Meeting of all members of the World Gypsy Union shall be held on or around April 8 each year. 

Due to the fact that the membership of the WGU is scattered throughout the world such AGM shall be held via Internet Forums/list servers and in writing only. This shall be done in order to allow all members, regardless of location, financial and other restraints, to participate in the “conference”. List servers, such as Yahoo Groups, also will make it possible for papers from various sources to be presented in such ways. In addition to that those can be sent by email to the executive, for instance. 

The AGM shall not be open to any but members of the WGU but decisions and any resolutions passed at “conference” shall be made public on the WGU website and other places. 

Resolutions require a person proposing the motion and someone to second it and, depending on the kind of motion, either an ordinary majority or a 75% majority. 
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Contact: 

World Gypsy Union 

churimengro1@yahoo.com
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� Yes, our People once used those names themselves and with pride. Only when people with a hidden agenda came around was it suddenly no longer “fashionable”. 


� Removal of such officer will only be possible in the event that they have committed any crime against the Gypsy People or anything else that would make them outcasts from the People in general. 
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